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Let Cuba live belatedly says goodbye to our friend Bernie Dwyer who died July 10, 2013, in Dublin, 
Ireland.  Our thoughts turned to Bernie on reading a recent news report from Cuba. 
On March 6, “A group of Bernie Dwyer’s friends and family members cast her ashes into the sea off the 
rocky Havana waterfront, as she had requested.” As recalled by Cuba’s Granma Newspaper, “The 
longtime journalist at Radio Habana Cuba and documentary filmmaker had worked tirelessly for the 
release of the Cuban Five until the final days of her life.”  
 
Among those present at the edge of the sea “were her colleagues at the Cuban Friendship Institute 
(ICAP) including President Kenia Serrano, as well as Gerardo Hernández, Antonio Guerrero, Fernando 
González and René González, members of the Cuban Five, who were until recently unjustly imprisoned 
in the United States for their anti-terrorist work monitoring violent anti-Cuban groups in South Florida.” 
 
Speaking to the group, Bernie’s daughter Juliana said, “We are her children, but you are all also her 
family. She has returned home.” Gerardo Hernández remembered Bernie on behalf of the Cuban Five 
prisoners: “Thanks to people like Bernie, we are today enjoying our freedom and happiness.” The 
former political prisoner added that, “We needed your solidarity and support every moment, and in this 
sense, Bernie was very important.” 
 
The day dedicated to Bernie’s memory began at the Julio Antonio Mella International Camp, home 
away from home for many international delegations visiting Cuba.  In a ceremony there under the 
auspices of the Cuban Friendship Institute, a plaque in her honor was unveiled.   
Bernie Dwyer first visited Cuba in the early 1980’s when she joined a European solidarity brigade. She 
went on to form the Irish Solidarity with Cuba Campaign and then moved to Cuba to begin her work 
with Radio Havana. That continued until her final illness.  She is remembered for documentary films 
she directed and produced in collaboration with Cuban filmmakers.  

In “The Footprints of Cecilia McPartland,” Bernie recalled the Irish mother of Cuban revolutionary Julio 
Antonio Mella.  Her film “Mission Against Terror” told the story of the Cuban Five political prisoners. It 
was instrumental in promoting worldwide awareness of the injustice they were suffering. Her 
documentary “The Day Diplomacy Died” reported on four Cuban intelligence agents whose work in 
2003 helped convict 70 Cubans as U.S. mercenaries and agents. In “One Man’s Story” (2007), Dwyer 
captured former CIA agent Philip Agee’s testimony as to U.S. misdeeds in Cuba and elsewhere in Latin 
America.  

Bernie Dwyer  made a Maine connection first in 2005 as she toured the state showing and talking about 
her film “Mission Against Terror.” She returned in 2011 to do the same with “The Day Diplomacy Died.” 
This writer had the good fortune to accompany her   for long drives through the New England 
countryside as part of these visits. It became clear to me, as the miles ticked off, that Bernie Dwyer was 
both a stalwart friend of the Cuban revolution and an accomplished, non-stop story-teller.  

She had learned that Julio Antonio Mella’s mother Cecilia McPartland had settled in Vermont for a 
while. So we talked about Bernie coming back one day to dig up material on Cecilia in the Green 
Mountain state.


