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This is an informed interpretation –argued and analyzed on the basis of the 
policy formulations and historical behavior patterns of the US imperial state 
towards Cuba– made by a master historian of US-Cuban relations. The 
intricacies and subtleties of this complex relationship involve not only political 
confrontation, but also social and cultural ties of intimacy, that Lou Perez 
scholarly contribution has illuminated better than anything in this field.  
 
That history shows, indeed, that successive US administrations and generations 
of political leaders reproduce the typical patterns of imperial logic, regardless of 
their younger age or darker skin, education or understanding of new information 
technologies: over such individual differences the role of representative of that 
power –the big power– prevails. Any student of Marxism should know it. But even 
for those who have not read Marx it is “más claro que el agua” (crystal clear), as 
my grandfather used to say. 
 
Now, what are the practical political implications of all this? 
 
The first one is that we cannot trust the US government. Of course. But, do we 
Cubans trust the US government? Does anybody think (except the US 
government and its local allies on the island and in Miami) that most Cubans 
believe the story of democracy, freedom and "empowering the people" as the 
reason behind US policy?  
 
Nevertheless, some sort of confidence building measures (as the military call it) 
is required to walk the way of negotiations. Otherwise, we wouldn't be able to 
reach any agreement or to build together a bridge that enemies of normalization 
could not overthrow two years from now. 
 
The second is that if their policy is to strengthen the private sector because they 
believe that everything non-state is pure capitalism, this is because they ignore 
socialist thinking, our history and culture, and the raison d'être of socialism in 
Cuba. In any case, if they believe that this is so, we do not. 
 
It would be fatal if, as they intend to promote this sector and what, to them, is civil 
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society, we were to identify those as natural allies of US policies. Raul has said 
clearly that stigmatizing the private sector, considering it an enemy of socialism is 
wrong and ridiculous. If every time they say white, we say black, we are caught in 
the same logic of imperial domination. 
 
The third and most important is that their real target is to influence the 
government and the social groups and institutions that comprise it, rather than 
anything else. (Counterpunch published an article where I elaborate this 
argument, http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/04/27/those-problematic-cuban-
dissidents/ )  
 
Or do we truly believe that what the imperial state representatives say before 
Congress, or on TV, discloses what they are really trying to achieve or what they 
think is feasible? Research based on declassified documents of that history of 
US-Cuba relations reveal that there has been a great distance between what 
they proclaimed and what they were actually planning. 
 
The fourth is that we should not underestimate the change in “the means” as 
inconsequential. If we are not prisoners of our mental inertia and take this new 
policy in all its serious implications and meaning, the most urgent thing to do is to 
prepare for a whole new ball game, not more of the same.  
 
The change in "objectives" can only occur –as has happened in the field of "the 
means"– when they find out that we Cubans remain determined to be 
independent, to have a non-state-centered socialism, but a social and 
decentralized one with a mixed economy and a large social sector that is not only 
state, with citizen democracy, development and social justice; and that we 
continue conquering as much freedom as possible. 
 
The other way in which their objectives could change is that the people of the US 
put a socialist government in the White House. 
…………………     ~   Rafael Hernández 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