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Judy Robbins of Sedgwick Maine contributes
three reports to this newsletter based on the visit
she and husband Peter Robbins made to Cuba in
July as participants in this year’s IFCO/Pastors
for Peace Friendshipment Caravan. Rev. Lucius
Walker, the late founder of Pastors for Peace,
launched the Friendshipment Caravans for the
sake of a “People’s Foreign Policy.” Each year
Caravan participants travel to Cuba taking
humanitarian goods, against U.S. rules. For
information about the Caravans, go to the
Pastors for Peace web site at www.ifconews.org.

Former Cuban President Fidel Castro, in his September
1st essay “Ideas of justice will triumph - or else disaster”
laments the state of the world: “I think that absolutely no
one has the right to destroy cities; murder children;
pulverize homes; sow terror, hunger and death anywhere.
In what corner of the world can such acts be justified?”
He laments, but also offers ideas of justice.
In July and August, as members of the delegation of the
Pastors for Peace Friendshipment to Cuba, we
observed these ideas in action and in development. This
was our 10th visit to Cuba over a 20-year period. At
each visit we are renewed by witnessing the projects of
the Cuban Revolution, projects based not on private
profit, but on meeting human needs in every sphere. We
visited the largest psychiatric hospital in Cuba, where
we were treated to an exceptionally beautiful cultural
performance by patients, doctors and staff. We talked

The 25th Caravan to Cuba
By Judy Robbins

Speak out! No more Silence! Free the
Cuban Five prisoners!

Let Cuba Live is part of the worldwide movement to
free the Cuban Five political prisoners from US jails.
The FBI arrested them 16 years ago, on September 12,
1998. We say, “Let them go!”
Let Antonio Guerrero, Ramón Labañino, and Gerardo
Hernández leave prison and return to their families and
homeland. Already Fernando Gonzalez and René
González, convicted on lesser charges and having served
shorter sentences, are back in Cuba.
The prisoners’ appeals process has ended. The only
recourse remaining for those still in prison is for President
Obama to pardon and free them.
The Five caused no harm to the US government or the
U. S. people. Their job had been to monitor private and
dangerous paramilitary thugs in Florida, criminals who
for years had brought terror, death, and destruction to
Cuba. What was a sovereign state to do but to try to
defend itself?
The prisoners are victims of injustice:  two life terms for
Gerardo, 30 years for Ramón, and almost 22 years for
Antonio.  Foreign agents spying against the United States
government usually receive far shorter sentences. The
US government took pains to railroad the Cuban Five
to prison. US taxpayer money ended up in the hands of
Miami-area journalists who, thus encouraged, produced
news stories prejudiced enough to influence both
community and jury.
The prisoners and their families are principled, admirable
people. We of Let Cuba Live have known them over
many years through their words. We have met with family
members in Cuba and several times have visited one of
the Five in prison. We’ve been with his family from Cuba
when they visit him in prison.
In 2002, former Cuban President Fidel Castro indicated
what must be done. The Cuban Five would go free only
“when the enormous injustice committed against them is
known throughout the whole world.”
Family members travel the world to promote solidarity
with the Five. Ailí Labañino, Ramón’s daughter, was in
Australia in August 2014. An interviewer there asked
her, “What has it been like to have your father imprisoned
in such unjust circumstances?”
Ailí’s reply: “More than half of my life, as well as that of
my sisters, has been spent in this battle for the return of
my father. We are very proud to know what they did

At their graduation in July,2014 from the Latin American School
of Medicine, Joanna Mae Sommers of New York and Parastou
Malek of California pose with their Cuban medical school
professor.

M
ed

ic
c.

or
g 

ph
ot

o

http://www.letcubalive.org.
http://www.ifconews.org.


September 2014
Page 2

Mainers Ken Kohl and Maria Sanchez in Washington for
the Five, June, 2014

B
ill H

ackw
ell phot o

Let Cuba Live is an organization of Maine
people who for 22 years have worked politically
for U.S. – Cuban relations based on fairness,
international law, and mutual respect. We call for
the anti-Cuban U.S. economic blockade to go, for
U.S. citizens to be able freely to travel to Cuba,
for the release of the three remaining Cuban
Five political prisoners, and for the United States
to leave Guantanamo Bay. We of Let Cuba Live
try to inform fellow citizens and elected officials
about Cuba. We work at building solidarity with
people on the island. Let Cuba Live joins other
activists and solidarity groups in challenging
wrongheaded U.S. Cuban policies.
Join us. We meet each month either in person or
by telephone. For information call (207) 691 –
0322 or (207) 443-2899. Visit our web site at
www.letcubalive.org.

USAID: nonsense and disgrace
By Ricardo Alarcón de Quesada
Alarcon was formerly president of Cuba’s National
Assembly and Cuba’s ambassador to the UN. This article,
translated by W. T. Whitney Jr., may be found at http://
www.rebelion.orgnoticia.php?id=188894&titular=usaid:-
infamia-ydisparates.

A Prussian Prophecy
Maybe some people think Otto von Bismark was bitter
when he said, “God created a special providence to shelter
fools, drunks, and the United States of America.” Others
might think, however, that such a humorous remark more
than a century ago when very little was known about
that country was a biting prophesy of what would develop
afterwards  in the behavior of the new empire over the
course of the 20th century and into the 21st.
I remembered the phrase on reading about Republican
Senator Jeff Flake who critiqued the most recent anti-

detailing the true role of Alan Gross, then in prison in
Cuba. The official North American propaganda had
presented Gross as if he had come to help the Cuban
Jewish community gain Internet access. Such deceit was
repeated even despite an emphatic, specific denial by
leaders of that community who, in addition to Internet,
had very cordial and respectful relations with Cuban
authorities. The article included secret communications
between Gross and his handlers in which they explicitly
acknowledged the illegal and subversive nature of his
mission. Six days after Gross’ arrest, USAID introduced
this new project of recruiting Cuban youths. The Agency,
incidentally, put Creative Associates International in
charge. This time, the news agency revealed secret
papers that contained guidelines for clandestine
communications, reports the young conspirators sent
back, and the orientation they received. AP interviewed
some of the new spies from Costa Rico, Venezuela, and
Peru, as well as several Cubans who were “recruited.”

The operation looked like it came from a cheap newspaper
serial. The Latin Americans were trained, according to
the AP report, through abbreviated courses, barely a
week long. There they learned techniques for searching
out and choosing candidates for more complicated
subversive tasks later on. They gained familiarity with
encrypted language codes for communicating with those
in charge on the outside. To accomplish their mission,
they went to Cuba claiming to be interested in helping
Cubans do community work in order to improve their
living conditions. In interchanges with the recipients of
“aid” they would identify those complaining about
difficulties and shortcomings of everyday life, befriend
them, and try to shape them as future opposition leaders.
Surely those who conceived of the idea were unaware
that for many years tens of thousands of Cuban young
people have gone to those countries and others to help
develop programs of medical care, education, culture,
and sports, among others, that contribute to saving and
improving lives. Governments and specialized
international  organizations  like  the  World  Health

Cuban actions of the Agency for International
Development (USAID).  Sarcastically he said that,
“These programs are in desperate need of adult
supervision.” The legislator was referring to the detailed,
comprehensive investigative reporting by the Associated
Press about the secret program of sending young Latin
Americans to Cuba in order to recruit young people there,
organize them, and convert them into a force capable of
bringing down the revolutionary government.

A little earlier AP had revealed another USAID plan,one
using as sub-contractor something called Creative
Associates International.  Through trickery they put
together a subversive cell phone network called
“ZunZuneo.” And just before that, there was a report

Continued on page 6
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The 25th Caravan to Cuba, cont. from page 1
with the founding director of ELAM, Cuba’s Latin
American School of Medicine, a school that now in its
16th year boasts 21,500 graduates and educates students
from 124 countries (including this year 114 from the
US). This 6-year program is provided at no cost to the
students. We met with community activists who work
with inner city children on prevention of bullying, and
on meeting the social needs of former prisoners and
families of prisoners. We visited the CESERSE Center
in Varadero Beach, which hosts groups of children who
are disabled or suffering chronic disease, as well as
nursing home residents, and provides them with a beach
vacation. We toured a 25-acre organic garden,
employing 125 workers, 80% of whose products are
distributed locally. We met with church leaders who
administer social programs for the elderly and infirm
and educate the community about homophobia. We
toured the Labiofam facility, Havana’s biotechnology
center, and learned of their international work in
eradicating diseases. We were invited to extraordinary
performances by children’s groups: choral, ethnic and
modern dancing, and musical theater. We shared in
neighborhood celebrations on July 26th, Cuba’s national
holiday.
Fidel closed his essay thus: “Would it not be preferable
to struggle to produce food … build hospitals and
schools for billions of human beings who desperately
need them; promote art and culture; struggle against
epidemics … or finally eliminate illnesses like cancer,
Ebola, malaria, dengue, chikungunya, diabetes and
others? If today it is possible to prolong life, health and
the productive time of persons, if it is perfectly possible
to plan the development of the population in accordance
with growing productivity, culture and development of
human values, what are they waiting for to do so?”

Conversations with Fernando Gonzalez
By Judy Robbins
In July we met Fernando Gonzalez Llort, the second
prisoner of the Cuban Five to be released and allowed
to return home to Cuba. Since his return he has been
appointed to the position of vice-president of the Cuban
Institute for Friendship with the Peoples (ICAP), an
invaluable resource for international groups visiting the
island. We first encountered Fernando at a cultural gala
at William Carey Baptist Church in Havana, put on to
celebrate the arrival of the Pastors for Peace delegation.
Seated in the audience, he was called on stage to be
serenaded, guaracha-style, by a children’s choral group.
A few days later we met Fernando in Artemisa on the
occasion of Cuba’s national holiday, celebrated on July
26.  He was  part  of the  official  program  that  also
included President Raul Castro and Ramiro Valdez,
both survivors of anti-government attacks in Santiago
                               on July 26th 1953, widely regar-
                               ded as the beginning  of  Cuba’s
                               revolution.  Valdez gave  the
                               keynote  address.  Later Fern-
                               ando worked his way through
                               the crowd to greet the Pastors
                               for  Peace group,  the  Vencer-
                               emos  Brigade,  a  delegation
                               from Puerto Rico, and  others.

We encountered Fernando Gonzalez later in the week,
this time in a sugar cane field, as he moved through the
rows in the hot sun, weeding the cane and talking with
the workers. Later there was an official gathering, at
which he spoke about the Cuban Five political prisoners
and responded to questions. The meeting took place at
ICAP’s camp for foreign visitors near Havana. ICAP
President Kenia Serrano joined Fernando at the camp.
Fernando affirmed that it was an honor to have worked
in the fields with Pastors for Peace, sharing with friends.
The encounter was “of great significance,” he said,
adding that while there was contact with nature, “maybe
we were not too productive.” He discussed the potential
of negotiating with the Obama administration for a
prisoner exchange involving the Five. “We know,” he
emphasized, “that the remaining three prisoners will
come back.”
At the meeting, Manolo de los Santos, a Pastors for
Peace staff member, stated that “The Five is the case
of our generation. We grew up politically with this cause.
Concluding, Fernando Gonzalez referred to U. S.
occupation of Guantanamo as “a gross offence, an
inhuman offence to all Cubans.” Referring to changes
ongoing now in Cuba, Fernando indicated, “This is how
we Cubans live: we strive to correct our mistakes and
improve our socialist project.”

From left to right: Judy Robbins, Fernando Gonzalez, Gail
Walker (Pastors for Peace co-director), Peter Robbins.
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The financial report for the first half of the year in Cuba
was not good news. GDP had grown less than 1%,
well below projections. According to Cuban
economists, this is due to several internal problems that
make the economy less efficient. Sugar did not meet
goals, because of organizational and climate problems;
one of two nickel-producing plants was shut down
because it was not cost-effective; tourism revenues did
not rise to hoped-for levels, possibly due to the
economic crisis and restrictions. Thus, of a 2.2% GDP
planned for the year, the current reality looks like 1.4%.
Added to this blow, debt payments will increase.
What is to be done? Cuban economist Nidia Alfonso
Cuevas provided the Pastors for Peace delegation with
an overview of the current concerns and the Cuban
government’s plans. “Revenue is very difficult. Securing
international credit is problematic for Cuba as is paying
the usual interest.  We are under-developed and have
few natural or material resources.”
Alfonso added: “So the Cuban government has to
decide, what is the priority? Money invested is not
always showing up in the standard of living of the Cuban
people. That standard needs to increase as well as
development. People have an average education of high
school or early university. Expectations are high. 70%
of the population has lived always under blockade.
There is the sense that harassment is permanent. But
the spirit is not killed; there is still hopefulness for solving
problems.”
The economy is now facing these specific challenges:
one, maintain the people’s standard of living; two, pay
debts to trading partners to continue credit relationships;
three, development.
The Cuban economic structure has moved from

 The recent visits of Russian President Vladmir Putin
and the Chinese President Xi Jinping have resulted in
two new trade agreements. “But this is not the final
solution, because the international market still relies on
U. S. dollars, oil in particular.  Therefore Cuba needs
to find alternatives,” said Alfonso.
Asked about socialist versus capitalist models, Alfonso
replied, “It was easier to be socialist when the Soviet
bloc existed, but it also led away from Cuba’s
development in energy and technology. Legislation in
1995 was directed at investment in technology, capital,
and markets.” She noted also that, “the vision of
capitalism is far from Cuban moral values.”
Alfonso indicated statistics may not give the right ideas
about what the Cuban system is aimed at. She used the
example of children afflicted with leukemia. Despite
costs and difficulties, “the children will receive the
medicines and food they need wherever they reside.
The state ensures personalized care.”  She concluded
by saying that, “Traditional economic models will not
solve our problems, but we need to be familiar with
them to make the most of what possibilities we have.
We are trying to play with capitalist rules to maintain
our socialist model.”

Changes to the Cuban Economic Model
By Judy Robbins

Economist Nidia Alfonso speaks to delegation.

agriculture to industry, in particular biotechnology and
food products; here the climate offers a competitive
advantage.  Biotechnology ensures health parameters
and adds to exports. Diagnostic equipment is being
developed, plus pharmaceuticals.
Other models of development, such as the Mariel
International Port Facility, now under construction,
provide for ships, factories, and value added products.
“Foreign investment is required,” Alfonso states.
“Investors must be willing to circumvent the blockade,
or have such strong businesses that the blockade can’t
touch them.” Mariel Port could be a bridge between
Latin America and Europe.

Pe
te

r 
R

ob
bi

ns
 P

ho
to

Pastors for Peace group heads to sugar cane plantation.
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Exploring current participation of
formerly excluded Cubans
By Tom Whitney, August 28, 2014

Teresa Amarelle Boué, Secretary General of the Federa-
tion of Cuban Women, which celebrated  its 54th anniver-
sary on  August 23, 2014.

Not least among achievements of Cuba’s socialist
revolution is expanded political participation, even
exercise of power, among formerly disadvantaged
groups. Rafael Hernández, editor of the Cuban journal
“Temas,” detailed this story recently on the Pupila
Insomne web site.  He studied participation and entry
into leadership positions in terms of age, gender, race,
and profession.
Hernández advances Cuban Communist Party (PCC)
membership as a measure of political participation.
The combined membership of the PCC and Union of
Young Communists (UJC) numbered 1,175,148 in
2012 - 22.1 percent of Cuba’s labor force that year.
Of PCC members, 35 percent are of African descent,
a figure equal to Hernández’s estimate of the proportion
of African-descended people among all Cubans. Afro-
Cubans make up 42 percent of UJC members.
Women make up 39 percent of party members and
52 percent of UJC members. The median age of PCC
members is 50. Large numbers of Cubans thus seem
to be politically active, and former disadvantaged
groups are participating in numbers proportional to
their presence in the general population. The question
of whether or not they are moving into high political
positions prompted Hernández to look at who leads
in the PCC and Cuban state.
For example, 114 members of the PCC Central
Committee have a median age of 57 years; 42 percent
are women, and 31.5 percent are non-white. Those
filling PCC leadership roles overwhelmingly are
economists, engineers, and teachers. The average age
of 16 PCC provincial first secretaries is 46; six are
women, and 25 percent are non-white. Generally, 28.6
percent of PCC leaders in Cuba’s provinces are Afro-
Cuban.

At high levels of Party leadership old patterns persist.
The average age of 14 members of the PCC’s Political
Bureau (PB) is 68.6. Only one is a woman. Four are
either black or of “mixed race.” At a lower level of PCC
leadership, the six members of the Party Secretariat
include two who are non-white and one woman; their
median age is 60.
The National Assembly of People’s Power,
constitutionally the “supreme organ of state power,”
warrants first consideration regarding leadership of the
Cuban state. The average age of 614 Assembly delegates
is 49. Women make up 45.25 percent of them. Over 35
percent are of African heritage. Two National Assembly
vice-presidents are women as are half the presidents of
16 provincial assembles and 45 percent of provincial
assembly delegates.

The National Assembly elects the Council of State (CS)
which legislates between sessions of the National
Assembly. CS members in 2013, 31 in all, included 13
women and 12 Afro-Cubans. The Council of Ministers
(CM), charged with executing and administering
legislation, comprises 33 members of whom 25 percent
are women. Of eight CM vice-presidents, five are more
than 70 years of age; there are no women.

Hernández notes a disparity between restricted entry into
high leadership positions and ready openings at lower
organizational levels. But characteristics of people
entering the PB, CS, and CM during President Raul
Castro’s two terms suggest to him change is on the way.
They are relatively young, mostly civilian, and with
experience – some of them – in provincial leadership
posts.

There is a cautionary note: “data reveal a greater presence
of relatively disadvantaged groups … in key areas of the
system” …‘professionals’ are now the “most numerous
socio-occupational group… rising to become 41.6
percent of PCC members … [C]hildren of those workers
and peasants, thanks to social mobility … have been
converted into a new social group that thinks differently
about things, socialism included.”
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Antonio Maceo, an
African-descended rebel
general in Cuba’s
indpendence wars,
became a hero for blacks
in the United States.
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Organization, Pan-American Health Organization, and
UNESCO recognize this.

They didn’t seem to realize that if Cuba has anything,
it’s people expressing opinions openly and criticizing
errors and shortcomings in their lives. They do so in the
press, in meetings with elected delegates, and in
gatherings of their social and work organizations. They
do it, really, every day - everywhere. They do it because

\

and beatings, and putting protesters in prison are stories
from the past that only their grandparents lived through.

The perfect pretext
Fernando Murillo from Costa Rica, one of the operation’s
leaders, made several trips to Cuba. He told AP about
traveling through Santa Clara with guys that played hip
hop and rap and expressed themselves artistically in other
ways. He was pleased the encounters qualified as “the
perfect pretext” for implementing his plan, which was to
organize a workshop on preventing HIV-AIDS, although
he refused to provide details. Allegedly he had a
commitment to confidentiality he signed with his
employers. He would only say, “He was teaching people
how to use condoms correctly.” The State Department
spokesperson was more talkative. He defended the plan,
but acknowledged that besides supposedly fighting AIDS,
Murillo was there for subversive reasons.

He left out saying that, years back, Cuba had to confront
that sickness with no help from the United States and in
the face of a cruel blockade denying us access to essential
retroviral  drugs  being  produced  exclusively  in  the
neighboring country’s laboratories. At that early stage,
Cuba’s few patients found relief for their suffering
through the solidarity help of NGO’s and individuals.

USAID: nonsense and disgrace, cont. from page 2

 most Cubans born after 1959 and have gotten used to
education and health care being universally available,
They regard social assistance and security as inalienable
rights, even while they were waiting to be born. And
besides, for them, police assaults on their learning centers,

A new beginning?

Ever since 1959, Washington has tried unsuccessfully
to destroy the Cuban Revolution. They’ve tried
everything – economic war, military intervention,
subversion, and non-stop hostile propaganda. (...)

The plans we denounce here are a continuation of a long
saga of aggressions in which bits of nonsense often go
along with crimes. The current administration concocted
and promoted the most recent ones. A little after being
installed in the White House, President Obama announced
there would be “a new beginning” in policies toward
Cuba. Obviously that’s one more of his forgotten
promises. Or maybe, for him, “change” means more of
the same.

Ricardo Alarcon

Economic war imposed on us since 1964 restricts
medicines and medical equipment and instruments. All
governmental agencies helped implement this genocidal
policy, including USAID.

Over time Cuba not only began to produce the retrovirals
we need and was able to maintain its free health care
system, but also introduced a special program for
seropositive people through which 90 percent of them
survived – and under decent conditions. Cuba is one of
the countries least affected by that illness. Its prevalence
rate on the island is 0.2 percent; in Latin America, 0.4
percent; in the United States and Canada, 0.6 percent.
As for young people 15 to 19 years of age, the Cuban
figure – 0.2 percent – is the lowest in the Americas, and
Cuba became the first country in the region certified as
having eliminated congenital transmission of syphilis and
AIDS.

Of course governments of the United States do have
their right to show off ignorance and act like fools and
drunkards, as the Prussian would say. But it’s an
unpardonable disgrace to coarsely mess up the health
and lives of everybody else.

Let Cuba Live member Loukie Lofchie at Friendshipment
send-off, Brunswick, Maine, July 8, 2014.
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Speak Out, cont. from page 1
was  not  only for their
families but for all Cubans.
Anyway,  it’s very  painful
not to have them, for inst-
ance  at  birthday  parties,
on  Valentine’s  Day,  on
Fathers’  Day”  “Truly,
 international solidarity is
vital  in  this  battle,”  she
added; “Cuba’s efforts are
 reaching the world through
the efforts of our friends in
the world.  The  mass  media have  silenced the case.
That is why we have to knock on every door we can
to take the message to every person.”

The prisoners are determined. Gerardo Hernández,
serving two life sentences, promised years ago, “As
long as there is just one person fighting for my cause
and the cause of my brothers, we will remain strong
inside these prisons.”

And optimistic: “If I think about myself,” Ramón told a
reporter recently, “time does not pass. When I think of
my daughters becoming women, when I look into the
eyes of my beloved Eli, time becomes infinite for me,
cruel, implacable. At that point I go back to another
time, one of laughter and joys, of return and happiness,
to the precious time of our future, free in Cuba.” And,
“I see Cuba, a beach blue, clean, and dazzling. I see
Eli, my daughters, all my family, my people. I see
laughter, joy, eternity. That way I make my freedom
tangible and real. And I know it’s certain.”

Immigration reform and the Cuban
Adjustment Act
By Keith Bolender, August 11, 2014  This important
article appeared in Progreso Weekly.  We present
excerpts here.
While desperate children cross the American border
from troubled Central American countries, leaders in
the United States continue to demonstrate that no issue,
no matter how emotionally charged or morally clear, is
beyond politics. And there is one group that is particularly
adept at duplicity when determining which immigrants
deserve to be treated better than others.

The crisis has brought to the forefront a set of
Congresspersons who believe that children sent by their
parents from Honduras, Guatemala and Salvador to the
United States in the hopes of a better life have to be
sent back. Unequivocally, lest these unfortunates get
away with flaunting the laws and take advantage of
American generosity – which they apparently do not
deserve.

Politicians, in large part from the Republican Party, have
made it clear these children should not receive special
consideration, regardless of the physical dangers or
economic depravations they left in their home countries.
Two from the Grand Old Party have been particularly
vociferous in their determination to keep the immigration
door closed for certain Latinos. Senators Ted Cruz from
Texas and Florida’s Marco Rubio represent the hardest
opponents of leniency towards these refugees (…).

What makes the position of Cruz and Rubio particularly
disconcerting is that both come from an immigration
background – specifically from a country where these
immigrants are given special consideration – Cuba
(…).Cubans who make it to the USA are not only
welcomed, but accepted with open arms full of
economic and political benefits. (…) This is made
possible under the decades old Cuban Adjustment Act,
implemented in 1966 as part of America’s political
weaponry against the revolution. The Act was designed
to encourage Cubans to leave the island, providing
incentives such as permanent residence status after one
year. Cubans simply have to show up at any American
border, no questions asked, and they are allowed entry
after a cursory examination. Immediately they can apply
for social assistance programs, claim various financial
benefits and be provided with considerations such as
free English lessons.
The Act encourages Cubans to claim political refugee
status, with the person only having to assert some ill-
treatment at the hands of the revolutionary government
to ensure there would be no complications upon entry.
(…) In reality, Cuba provides far more social programs
and personal security, despite the economic special
period they’ve suffered during the past 25 years, than
do most Central American countries. But it is the Cuban
immigrant who obtains all the benefits, while others are
demonized and sent back (…).
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Ailí Labañino in Australia

24 Years - UN Votes on the need to end the Embargo.
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Cuba exports health care,
gains recognition
By Tom Whitney
Press conferences and new reports in Cuba recently
celebrated the ten-year anniversary of Operation Miracle,
known also as “Mision Miracle,” which occurred on July
8. This project directed at restoring vision for peoples in
many nations took shape within the context of ALBA,
the Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our America.

Cuba and Venezuela launched ALBA in late 2004. Latin
American and Caribbean nations belonging to ALBA
engage in mutually beneficial “solidarity exchanges” of
educational and medical services, scientific projects, even
commodities.

Initially, under Operation Miracle, Cubans and
Venezuelans benefited from surgical eye care, as did
tens of thousands of foreign nationals who traveled to
Cuba for treatment. Then Cuban ophthalmologists serving
in Venezuela took the lead in establishing 26 eye care
centers throughout that country. Staff consisting of eye
surgeons, nurses, technicians, and other physicians
served both Venezuelans and visually - impaired people
from 17 Latin American countries plus Italy, Portugal,
and Puerto Rico. Organizers have since established
centers in 14 Latin American and Caribbean nations.
Ten years after its start the project operates in 31
countries, some in Africa and Asia.

Operation Miracle has provided no –cost diagnosis and
treatment. The most common diagnosis  by far is
cataract.  The teams have improved or restored vision
for 3.4 million people, according to Cubadebate.org.

Haiti is another success story. More than 11,000 Cuban
health workers, mostly physicians, have served there for
more than 16 year, and 700 of them are there now.

Cuba’s Latin American School of Medicine has graduated
over 23,000 young doctors from 83 countries in the Ameri-
cas, Africa and Asia since its first class of 2005.
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Almost two million Cuban children began a new school year
on September 1, 2014. That week a World Bank report on
education in Latin America said: “No teaching force in the
region today (except possibly Cuba’s) can be considered of
high quality.”

According to sociologist Frank T. Fitzgerald’s 1994
book “The Cuban Revolution in Crisis,” one object of
Cuba’s “rectification” campaign of the 1980s.was to
“usher in a transformation of Cuba’s administrative
personnel [for the sake of] formally educating or
replacing the political cadres who had risen to
intermediate level posts on the basis of political
credentials in the 1960s.” There would be “an increasing
number of formally trained personnel, that is, of new
professionals [who] would be supplied by a dramatic
expansion of education, especially at the
secondary and higher levels.”

Finally, Hernández’ data on women’s role within Cuban
society are astounding: “[W]omen now make up 70
percent of workers in justice institutions, 77.8 percent
of prosecutors, 60 percent of physicians, and 70
percent of teachers at every educational level. [And]
50 percent of graduates in natural sciences and
mathematics, 70 percent of economics graduates, 65
percent of graduates in social sciences and humanities,
and 75 percent of graduating physicians are women.”

Exploring current participation of formerly
excluded Cubans, continued from Page 5

They’ve cared for 20 million patients, performed 373,000
surgical operations, and delivered 150,000 babies.
Over1300 Haitian young people, recipients of Cuban
government scholarships, have graduated from Cuban
universities. Currently 322 Haitians are studying medicine
in Cuba.

Dr. Margaret Chan, Director – General of the World
Health Organization, visited Cuba in July. She observed
that, “The objective of science is to serve health care
and health and in this, Cuba is an example.” She lauded
“the Cuban purpose of benefiting not only the health of
Cubans but also of the citizens of Latin America and the
rest of the world.”
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