
We owe this victory to the dignity of our people 
 
Yesterday, December 17, we received the news that Gerardo, Ramón y Tony were 
returning after 16 years of unjust imprisonment in the US and the agreement between 
the Cuban and US government to re-establish diplomatic relations starting with key 
points, for the well being and development of the Cuban society, such as the debate in 
Congress to put an end to the blockade. 
  
There is immense happiness and the desire to embrace every woman and man of this 
country who in their daily narrative has lived the path of resistance in the struggle for 
its sovereignty and its freedom. We owe this victory to the dignity of our people. 
  
Those of us at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Center who have gathered 
hope and dreams to promote the work of the Cuban Revolution are living this 
moment with faith and the assurance that we will continue on this path until we 
achieve justice. Yesterday, finally, the US government expressed its willingness to 
acknowledge the resilience of the revolution. 
  
Without you, brothers and sisters of the churches, ecumenical and social organizations 
around the world, who have worked side by side with us all these years, this would not 
have been possible. Every statement demanding the release of the Five, the end of the 
blockade, every small gesture, every demonstration in front of US embassies in your 
countries, every prayer of men and women of faith, every visit to our island nation is 
responsible for this victory.  International solidarity has had one of its most important 
triumphs of this era. 
  
Our greatest honor goes to those from the United States, such as the late Rev. Lucius 
Walker, Jr., and Pastors for Peace who challenged the blockade laws and arrived to our 
country with their hands and hearts in solidarity. 
  
We have lived and struggled to be able to see what many of us have dreamed of all 
these years. This gives us strength and hope that the victory in the struggle shows us 
what is possible. The actual miracle in this permanent struggle has been that the God 
of Life sustains us. 
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