
Members of the Pastors for Peace Caravan had the opportunity 
to meet with representatives of The Cuban Institute for 
Friendship with the Peoples (ICAP) for an update on US/Cuba 
Solidarity work. Andreas Morejon and Esperanza Luzbert 
represented ICAP in a meeting at the Institute. 
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Luzbert gave a brief overview of ICAP’s development: 
“ICAP was created in 1960. Now there are 2000 solidarity 
workers worldwide, regardless of diplomatic relations in 
particular countries. In the US, there is Pastors for Peace; 
and the National Network on Cuba represents 60 to 70 
organizations.  

“In other countries, solidarity is different: hurricane relief 
aid, sports and cultural exchange. However, the Case of the 
Cuban Five has resulted in the growth of new solidarity 
groups. In the US there are now 25, including the National 
Committee and the International Committee. They promote 
actions, such as the Five Days for the Five in Washington DC 
(for the past three years); in 2014 this activity had events in 
31 countries.” 

We note that among international workers, London’s Unite the Union has 
been among the most influential in bringing the plight of the Five Cuban 
Heroes to worldwide attention. 

“Recent actions in the US include urban bike rides, letters to 
Obama, September Lobby Days (on the anniversary of 
September 12); and October 6 (anniversary of the Cuban 
airline bombing in 1976),” Luzbert continued. “At the same 
time we have an international colloquium in Havana. These 
are an opportunity to foster solidarity and denounce the 
blockade and the imprisonment of the Five. Additionally the 
annual Tijuana US/Cuba Labor meeting (which is relocating 
to Detroit/Windsor) will be held in the fall. There is an 
increase of collaboration with churches.” 

http://www.icap.cu
http://www.unitetheunion.org/unite-at-work/international/solidaritywork/miami5/


“At the same time,” she said,  “Cuba feels proud of sending 
the small contribution of an army of white jackets around 
the world to combat diseases and prevent diseases.” 

Luzbert closed the meeting by saying: “We know: as long as 
there is a blockade, there will be Pastors for Peace. This is of 
priceless value — especially the annual tour thru US cities 
and talking to so many people. Striving for Peace!” 
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